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1. What constitutes the bulwark of our own
liberty and independence? It is not our
frowning battlements, our bristling sea coasts,

the guns of our war steamers or the strength
of our gallant and disciplined army. These
are not our reliance against a resumption of

tyranny in our fair land. All of them may be
turned against our liberties without making
us stronger or weaker for the struggle. Our
reliance is in the love of liberty which God
has placed in our bosoms. Our defense is in

the preservation of the spirit which prizes

liberty as the heritage of all men, in all lands,

everywhere. Destroy this spirit, and you have
planted the seeds of despotism around your
own doors. Debate at Edwardsville, Illinois,

September 11 1858.

2. The world has never had a good definition of

the word liberty, and the American people,

just now, are much in want of one. We all

declare for liberty but in using the same
word, we do not all mean the same thing.

With some the word liberty may mean for

each man to do as he pleases with himself and
the product of his labor while with others

the same word may mean for some men to

do as they please with other men and the

product of other men's labor. Here are two
not only different but incompatible things,

called by the same name~liberty. And it

follows that each of the things is, by the

respective parties, called by two different and
incompatible names liberty and tyranny.

The shepherd drives the wolf from the sheep's
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throat, for which the sheep thanks the

shepherd as a liberator, while the wolf de-

nounces him for the same act as the destroyer

of liberty. .. Plainly the sheep and the wolf

are not agreed upon a definition of the word
liberty and precisely the same difference

prevails today among us human creatures,

even in the North, and all professing to love

liberty. At Sanitary Fair in Baltimore, Mary-
land, April 18, 1864.

3. If slavery is not wrong, nothing is wrong.
Letter dated April 4 1864.

4. All this is not the result of an accident. It

has a philosophical cause. Without the Con-
stitution and the Union, we could not have

attained the result; but even these are not

the primary cause of our great prosperity.

There is something back of these, entwining

itself more closely about the human heart.

That something is the principle of "Liberty

to all"——the principle that clears the path

for all gives hope to all and by consequence,

enterprise and industry to all.—Fragment, 1860.

5. Most governments have been based, practically,

24

on the denial of equal rights of men ours

began by affirming these rights., They said,

some men are too ignorant, and vicious to

share in government. Possibly so, said we:
and by your system, you would always keep
them ignorant and vicious. We proposed to

give all a chance and we expected the weak
to grow stronger, the ignorant wiser; and all

better, and happier together. Fragment, pos-

sibly July, 1854.

6. I believe each individual is naturally entitled

to do as he pleases with himself and the fruit

of his labor, so far as it in no wise interferes

with any other man's rights. Debate at Chi-

cago, July 10 1858.

7. There is no permanent class of hired laborers

amongst us. Twenty-five years ago, I was a

hired laborer. The hired laborer of yesterday
labors on his own account today and will

hire others to labor for him tomorrow. Ad-
vancement improvement in condition is the

order of things in a society of equals. Frag-
ment, possibly 1859.

8. My faith in the proposition that each man



should do precisely as he pleases with all that

is exclusively his own, lies at the foundation

of the sense of justice there is in me.

The doctrine of self-government is right-
absolutely and eternally right but it has no
just application as here attempted. Or per-

haps I should rather say that whether it has

such application depends on whether a negro
is not or is a man. If he is not a man, why in

that case, he who is a man may, as a matter
of self-government do just as he pLeases with

him. But if the negro is a man, is it not to

that extent a total destruction of self-govern-

ment to say that he, too, shall not govern
himself? When the white man governs him-
self, that is self-government but when he

governs himself and also governs another man,
that is more than self-government that is

despotism . . .

.

No man is good enough to govern another man,
without that other's consent. I say this is

the leading principle the sheet anchor of

American republicanism. Our Declaration of

Independence says : "We hold these truths to

be self-evident : That all men are created

equal that they are endowed by their Creator

with certain unalienable rights that among
these are Life, Liberty and the Pursuit of

Happiness. That to secure these rights, gov-

ernments are instituted among men, DERIV-
ING THEIR JUST POWERS FROM THE
CONSENT OF THE GOVERNED."

I have quoted so much at this time merely

to show that according to our ancient faith,

the just powers of governments are derived

from the consent of the governed... Allow

ALL the governed an equal voice in the gov-

ernment, and that, and that only, is self-

government. At Peoria, Illinois, October 16

1854.

9. As I would not be a slave, so I would not be

a master. Fragment, possibly August, 1858.

10. If A. can prove, however conclusively, that he

may of right enslave B. why may not B.

snatch the same argument and prove equally

that he may enslave A.?

You say A. is white and B. is black. It is

color then : the lighter having the right to

enslave the darker? Take care. By this rule,

25



you are to be slave to the first man you meet
with fairer skin than your own.

You do not mean color exactly?——You mean
the whites are intellectually the superiors of

the blacks, and therefore have the right to

enslave them Take care again. By this

rule, you are to be slave to the first man you
meet with an intellect superior to your own.

But, say you, it is a question of interest: and
if you can make it your interest, you have the

right to enslave another. Very well. And
if he can make it his interest, he has the right

to enslave you. Fragment, possibly 1854.

This is a world of compensations and he who
would be no slave must consent to have no
slave. Those who deny freedom to others

deserve it not for themselves and, under a

just God, cannot long retain it.

All honor to Jefferson to the man who, in the

concrete presence of a struggle for national in-

dependence by a single people, had the coolness,

forecast, and capacity to introduce into a

merely revolutionary document, an abstract

26

truth applicable to all men and all times, and
so to embalm it there, that today and in all

coming days it shall be a rebuke and a stumb-
ling block to the very harbingers of re-

appearing tyranny and oppression. Letter,

April 6 1859.

All the political sentiments I have entertained

have been drawn, so far as I have beep able

to draw them, from the sentiments which
originated and were given to the world from
this hall. I have never had a feeling political-

ly that did not spring from the sentiments

embodied in the Declaration of Independence.

I have often pondered over the dangers which
were incurred by the men who assembled here,

and framed and adopted that Declaration of

Independence. I have pondered over the toils

that were endured by the officers and soldiers

of the army who achieved that Independence.

I have often inquired of myself what great

principle or idea it was that kept this Con-

federacy so long together. It was not the mere
matter of separation of the Colonies from the

motherland but that sentiment in the Declara-

tion of Independence which gave liberty, not





alone to the people of this country but, I hope,

to the world, for all future time. It was that

which gave promise that in due time the

weight would be lifted from the shoulders of

all men. At Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
February 22, 1861

13. They meant to set up a- standard maxim for

free society which could be familiar to all,

and revered by all constantly looked to, con-

stantly labored for, and even though never
perfectly attained, constantly approximated,
and thereby constantly spreading afid deepen-
ing its influence, and augmenting the happi-

ness and value of life to all people of all colors

everywhere. The assertion that "all men are

created equal" was of no practical use in ef-

fecting our separation from Great Britain
and it was placed in the Declaration not for

that, but for future use. Its authors meant
it to be, thank God, it is now proving itself,

a stumbling block to those who in after times
might seek to turn a free people back into the

hateful paths of despotism. At Springfield,

Illinois, June 26 1859.

14. The Chief Magistrate derives all his author-

ity from the people. . . His duty is to admin-
ister the present government, as it came to

his hands, and to transmit it, unimpaired by
him, to his successor.

Why should there not be a patient confidence

in the ultimate justice of the people Is there

any better or equal hope in the world?

While the people retain their virtue and vig-

ilance, no administration, by any extreme of

wickedness or folly, can very seriously injure

the government in the short space of four

years. First Inaugural Address, March 4
1861.

15. . , . the assailants of the government have
forced upon the country the distinct issue,

"immediate dissolution or blood."

And this issue embraces more than the fate of

these United States. It presents to the whole
family of man the question, whether a con-

stitutional republic, or democracy a Govern-

ment of the people by the same people can

or cannot maintain its territorial integrity

against its own domestic foes. It presents

the question, whether discontented individuals,
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too few in numbers to control administration,

according to organic law, in any case, can

always, upon the pretenses made in this case,

or on any other pretenses, or arbitrarily, with-

out any pretense, break up their Government
and thus practically put an end to free govern-

ment upon the earth. It forces us to ask:

"Is there, in all republics, this inherent and
fatal weakness V f "Must a government of

necessity be too strong for the liberties of its

own people, or too weak to maintain its own
existence

Our popular government has often been called

an experiment. Two points in it have already

been settled : the successful establishing and
the successful administering of it. One still

remains its successful maintenance against a

formidable internal attempt to overthrow it.

It is now for them to demonstrate to the world
that those who can fairly carry an election

can also suppress a rebellion that ballots are

the rightful and peaceful successors to bullets

and that when ballots have fairly and constitu-

tionally decided, there can be no successful

appeal back to bullets that there can be no
successful appeal except to ballots themselves,

at succeeding elections. Such will be a great
lesson of peace teaching men that what they
cannot take by an election, neither can they
take by war; teaching all the folly of being the

beginners of a war. To Congress, July 4 1861

16. Four score and seven years ago our fathers

brought forth upon this continent a new na-

tion, conceived in Liberty, and dedicated to

the proposition that all men are created equal.

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, test-

ing whether that nation, or any nation so

conceived and so dedicated, can long endure.

We are met on a great battlefield of that war.
We have come to dedicate a portion of it as
a final resting place for those who here gave
their lives that that nation might live. It is

altogether fitting and proper that we should

do this.

But in a larger sense we can not dedicate we
can not consecrate we can not hallow this

ground. The brave men, living and dead,

who struggled here, have consecrated it far

above our poor power to add or detract. The
world will little note nor long remember what
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we say here, but it can never forget what
they did here. It is for us the living, rather,

to be dedicated here to the unfinished work
which they have, thus far, so nobly carried

on. It is rather for us to be here dedicated

to the great task remaining before us that

from these honored dead we take increased

devotion to that cause for which they gave
the last full measure of devotion that we
here highly resolve that these dead shall not

have died in vain that this nation, under
God, shall have a new birth of freedom—and
that this government of the people, by the

people, for the people, shall not perish from
the earth. At Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, No-
vember 19 1863 (the famous "Gettysburg
Address")

17. It is not merely for today but for all time to

come that we should perpetuate for our chil-

dren's children this great and free government,

which we have enjoyed all our lives. I beg
you to remember this, not merely for my sake,

but for yours. I happen temporarily to oc-

cupy this big White House. I am a living

witness that any one of your children may
look to come here as my father's child has.

It is in order that each of you may have,

through this free government which we have
enjoyed, an open field and a fair chance for

your industry, enterprise and intelligence

that you may all have equal privileges in the

race of life, with all its desirable human as-

pirations. It is for this the struggle should

be maintained, that we may not lose our birth-

right. . . The nation is worth fighting for, to

secure such an inestimable jewel. At the

White House, August 22 1864.

18. Fellow citizens, we cannot escape history. No
personal significance or insignificance can
spare one or another of us. The fiery trial

through which we pass will light us down in

honor or dishonor to the latest generation. We
——even we here~hold the power and bear
the responsibility. We will nobly save, or

meanly lose, the last, best hope of earth.

To Congress, December 1, 1862.

19. The will of God prevails. In great contests

each party claims to act in accordance with

the will of God. Both may be, and one must
be wrong. God can not be for, and against the

same thing at the same time. In the present
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civil war it is quite possible that God's pur-

pose is something different from the purpose

of either party and yet the human instru-

mentalities, working just as they do, are of

the best adaptation to effect His purpose. I

am almost ready to say this is probably true

that God wills this contest, and wills that

it shall not end yet. By His mere quiet power,

on the minds of the now contestants, He
could have either saved or destroyed the Union
without a human contest. Yet the contest

began. And having begun He could give the

final victory to either side any day. Yet the

contest proceeds. Written September, 1862.

20. It has long been a grave question whether any
government not too strong for the liberties

of its people can be strong enough to maintain
its own existence in great emergencies.

On this point the present rebellion brought our
republic to a severe test; and a presidential

election occurring in regular course during
the rebellion added not a little to the strain.

If the loyal people, united, were put to the

utmost of their strength by the rebellion, why,
must they not fail when divided, and partially

paralyzed, by the political war among them-

selves

But the election was a necessity.

We cannot have free government without elec-

tions and if the rebellion could force us to

forego, or postpone, a national election, it

might fairly claim to have already conquered

and ruined us.

But the election, along with its incidental, and
undesirable strife, has done good, too. It has

demonstrated that a people's government can

sustain a national election, in the midst of a

great civil war. Until now it has not been

known to the world that this was a possibility.

But the rebellion continues and now that the

election is over, may not all, having a common
interest, re-unite in a common effort to save

our common country

May I ask those who have not differed with

me, to join with me in this same spirit to-

wards those who have? At the White House,

November 10 1864.
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21. With malice toward none with charity for

all with firmness in the right, as God gives

us to see the right, let us strive to finish the

work we are in; to bind up the nation's

wounds to care for him who shall have borne

the battle, and for his widow, and his orphan
to do all which may achieve and cherish a

just and lasting peace, among ourselves, and
with all nations. Second Inaugural Address,

March 4 1865.

22. It is said an Eastern monarch once charged
his wise men to invent him a sentence to be

ever in view, and which should be true and ap-

propriate in all times and situations. They

presented him the words, "And this too shall

pass away." How much it expresses How
chastening in the hour of pride! How con-

soling in the depths of affliction! "And this,

too, shall pass away." And yet, let us hope
it is not quite true. Let us hope, rather, that

by the best cultivation of the physical world
beneath and around us, and the intellectual

and moral world within us, we shall secure

an individual, social, and political prosperity

and happiness, whose course shall be onward
and upward, and which, while the earth en-

dures, shall not pass away. To Wisconsin
State Agricultural Society, September 30 1859
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